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Take a call 

It is the huge gap between the super rich and the rest of the world population. This divide traps millions in poverty, 

fracturing our societies and undermining democracy. India is a high inequality country by global standards. Inequality 

in India is multi-dimensional: There are inequalities in wealth, income and consumption, as well as structural 

inequalities of opportunity, region and social groups.  

Education is a leveler in an unequal society like ours. The only way to build a more just society is by ensuring equal 

opportunity for all. 

50 years ago Kothari Commission recommended a common school system because schools are a place of 

socialization. Bring integration in the society has to start from education, since India still has a segregated hierarchical 

society. 

Good Spirit persisted 

Education is fundamental to our all round development – material and spiritual. It refines the sensitivities and 

perceptions that contribute to national cohesion, a scientific temper and independence of mind and spirit – thus 

furthering the goals of socialism, secularism and democracy enshrined in our constitution. Education develops 

manpower for different level of economy. It is also the substrate on which research and development flourish, being 

the ultimate guarantee of national self reliance.  (Quoted from National Education Policy of India, 1986 and revised 

in 1992) 

In a historical Unnikrishnan Judgment, the Supreme Court said that “Education is the right to life”. 

To make all this happen Tapas Mazumder Committee in 1999 required the Govt. to spend Rs 1.37 lakh crore over a 

period of 10 years from 1998-2008 to provide education to every child under the age 6-14 years in line with the 

strong recommendation of Kothari Commission to spend 6% of the GDP on education 

Finally we got RTE 

With the passing of the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act in 2009, elementary education for 

every child between 6 and 14 became a fundamental right, hence legally enforceable. 

It provisioned for schools within a kilometer from homes with good infrastructure (water, electricity, toilets, 

playgrounds etc), trained teachers, standard teacher-student ratio, no detention policy (NDP), and an inclusive 

environment free of fear and anxiety for all children to learn in an equitable and democratic manner. 

 

 



Barren Reality 

Since its inception, provision of quality elementary education has been burdened with challenges, such as, inadequate 

resources, lack of basic infrastructure, teacher’s recruitments, unavailability of trained teachers and in-service 

training, quality of text books and untimely distribution of text books. 

To add more to this story of expectations evaporates fast; only 38% of children in the age bracket 3-5 years are 

enrolled in pre-school education under ICDS, while 27% of the children are not attending any (either government or 

private) pre-school.
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 In contrast, the enrolment rate in primary educationis almost 100%.  However, this rate decline 

to 91% in classes 6-8 and 78% in classes 9-12.
2
  The trend of lower enrolment rates is seen in higher education 

(college and university level), where it is at 24%.
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 Due to low enrolment rates after class 5, transition of students from 

one level to the next is a major challenge. 

A large number of children leave school before passing class eight.  In 2013-14, the proportion of students who 

dropped out from classes 1-8 was 36% and from classes 1-10 was 47%.
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Among those children who stay in school, the quality or level of learning is low.  The Economic Survey 2015-16 noted 

that the proportion of class 3 children able to solve simple two-digit subtraction problems drop from 26% in 2013 to 

25% in 2014.  Similarly, the percentage of class two children who cannot recognize numbers up to 9 increased from 

11.3% in 2009 to 19.5% in 2014.
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The Annual Status of Education Report by Pratham titled "Beyond Basics" just published. The latest report is a 

welcome departure from the past as it looks at rural youth in 14-18 age group, through the lenses of - activity, ability, 

awareness, and aspirations. Groups like the National RTE Forum have been demanding that secondary school 

education should also be made a legal right as most children tend to "drop out" after Class 8. The latest survey 

confirms once again that the urgent need is to make the entire 12 years of schooling a legal right. The survey has 

thrown up worrisome trends that belie the media frenzy over Skill India, Digital India, Start Up India, Make in India, 

and Ek Bharat, Shreshta Bharat. 

Consider this: Out of 100 children in Class 7 only half of them continue to study till Class 10. And only 25 per cent of 

them go on to complete Class 12. Less than 10 per cent of the youth surveyed in the "Beyond Basics" report were 

enrolled in undergraduate or other degree courses.Nearly 30 per cent of all youth are not enrolled in either a school 

or any other educational course expose the much publicized “India means business” ought to bear in mind the 

complete failure of Govt’s Skill India Program 

Unaware, uninspired 

Among the other alarming findings of the ASER report is the abysmal "awareness" level of India’s rural youth. Less 

than half of them were unable to locate their own state on the map. 
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Only 64 per cent of them knew that Delhi is India’s capital and nearly 14 per cent of them didn’t recognise India’s 

map. 

Again, the bulk of India’s youth are deprived of access to the new knowledge-based economy. The report  says that  

only "28 per cent had used the internet and 26 per cent had used computers in the last week, while 59 per cent had 

never used a computer and 64 per cent had never used internet". If we divide this on the basis of gender, we find that 

girls are lagging in internet usage also. The report found that, “while 49 per cent  of males have never used the 

internet, close to 76 per cent of females have never done so”. The proportion of mobile phone users was predictably 

higher at 73 per cent for all youth, here too more females (22 per cent) had never used a mobile phone as compared 

to males (12 per cent). 

What does this mean for new India and the demographic dividend? 

The crux of the ASER survey is clear. Most of India’s youth are uneducated, deprived of access to skills of the future, 

and live in abject hopelessness. 

In the absence of free and compulsory education till Class 12, many of the rural youth are forced to discontinue their 

education over reasons ranging from death in the family to the wedding of a sibling even as education is prioritised 

over practically everything in middle class Indian families. 

The whole family works in mission mode to ensure that their children ace their competitive exams and join a 

professional course, while the laggards make up by buying seats in colleges. 

On the other hand, in the other India which lives in villages and small towns, the youth lives in a deep and dark well 

which is illuminated by TV and mobile phones. In the absence of role models (40 per cent said they have none), their 

lives are a dark vacuum which can be easily filled by destructive, if not exhilarating purposes. 

The demographic dividend is real and inevitable, but are we as a country prepared to constructively engage the youth 

is the question that should be bothering our government? 

Indian Youth Federation 

The Indian Youth Federation is an independent, democratic, youth-led platform, representing several youth councils 

across the States. It works to empower young people to participate actively in society to improve their own lives, by 

representing and advocating their needs and interests and those of their organizations. 

Indian Youth Federation promotes youth participation for influencing policies and also works for social change at all 

level to focus the following goals which are in line of Sustainable Development Goals. 

- Inclusive and quality education up to 12
th

 standard as fundamental rights and scope of higher education and 

lifelong learning for all. 

- Gender equality and empowerment of women and girls. 

- Inclusive and sustainable economic growth to ensure full and productive employment and decent work. 

- Protect, Restore and Promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat 

desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss. 

- Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to justice for all and 

build effective, accountable and inclusive institution. 

IYF demands the following through the Convention to strengthen the Public System of Education 



• The education system should be formal and institutionalized, governed by the national, state and regional 

level independent board or commission, as well as adhering community ownership and participation at local 

level. 

• Education must be delivered by Common Educational Structure comprising of minimum 3 years of Pre School 

Education, 5 years of Primary Education, 3 years of Upper Primary Education, 2 years of Secondary Education, 

2 Years of Higher Secondary Education and 3 years of College Education. Pre-primary education and 12 

School Education (including primary, upper Primary, Secondary and Higher secondary education) must be 

free, equitable and inclusive and fundamental rights for all children. It must be delivered by Common School 

System as recommended by the National Education Policy of 1968. 

• National Education System will be based on National Curricular Framework which contains a common core 

along with other components that are flexible. 

• There must be enough options for Technical education and vocational training from Higher Secondary level 

for all students. 

• Pre-Primary and school education must be sole responsibility of the state (Union, State and local 

government) and all effort of privatization of school and pre-school education need to be discouraged.  

• Education system must have enough options and alternatives to include the children who are engaged in 

labour sector, over aged, school dropout, children of migrant families and children with special need. 

• School education must be child centered, activity based, free from fear and exclusion. Success of education 

solely depends on the access, participation and learning outcome of the student. Quality of education must 

be of comparable standard between different schools and institutions. 

• Union and state government must allocate 6 % of its GDP for School education in its annual budget. 
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